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\ r Hamid Weisberg 

It* 6* fratondsk, M. mm ■ 

3/30/74 

George Birman 

Dear George, _ :;V| 

Cast digit's evening news took as back 3$ years, to whan X was part of two official 
investigatloas of Harlan, to one of tha sore ahaaefol periods of oar history and one of 
the sore oolarful, to what in ay aagaatne writing days would Ism asdo quite o atory. 

. 'Voss X yooager and with less planned and researched work, I*d do » took on it. In 
part Z write yon on the ehano* you think there oould be seas* W intorsot in telling an 
outdid story wad in recording a history that is recorded only officially, I have the 
neoerds of . one Inreetigatioa and knew where tfaoee of the ether are available. 

' 1 Ohm ham ether 'purposes* X was alweye too busy to keep a Journal. There are na* : 
deveral aoadcoio internals in ay work for archives in gsvenwent in crisis. Xf anything 
Oases of atm wants to teoeid of those **** " g « of which X was part, this ■■■■ 

ean serve as notes for that purpose, Xt will record a fragrant of the background and 
experience th at ■i; w ^*w >| f | f* IM II d w*>* oa th l * sene of the work of sore lasedints' eoholarly in- 
terest. (X wsa * Senate investigator be tween , ay newspaper and a ag aa ia e days and before d 

becoming part of inteillgwioa during World War XX,) And if it does not interest you or 
suggest those in TV who al^ht he interested* aeybe it will interest those kids of whoa 
X ha* , tiMrf fun, ta ^tta« w^4« ( w ha t th*y po th er t ww r oor see 

in 

la the 1930s Saacian wee alaost an equivalent of Yietnav. nth a popalatioa of about 

30,000 aineet pore ^tinabethan flngHnh »«» not nB anmwi ' t he ^nmwt rate of 

Barters wee Mg fo*r than that of of Hew fork Stake* of those who would 

organise the union and of politieal oeodidatss wan net anoocaon, mar w am pitched battles 
over polling places and ballot boxes, Almst all the nordere were frera aabueh. 

fine of the ware original plots Bonoalvsd by the coaX-operators* association was 
getting rid of the octagenarian wgalM brought in from Indiana, Soggy Safer, ao called . 
because he hed lent s leg*. ill the gun thaw* were deputised. She operators* thief thug was. 
really naaed Bin fiatbank. **e was given S400 to kill Peggy, who worked out of the next 
county to the west. Bail* tiathank was also given the dynaatte needed. But he figured why : : V; 

the hell should ha take any chances when ho could suboontraot the Job. So he did, for 
half what he had been given. Xham then a of feo— splitters who figuced. it tha 

saas way until Chris I h t te raan, who had baas given BBS for the Job, get B.C.X&akett to 
do it for B10.00. that wing of the hotel went straight up In the air whan Foggy warn in 
bed. dad what actually happened i» that the natal bed turned over in the sir, seeing down 
on top of Peggy, protecting hie. fie was unhurt. And nothing happened to anyone else, either, 
not evea after ws~ took confessions under oath. ' 

In fact, one of the operators, fed Creech, threatened a Senate witness in the toilet 
on the northeast comer of the third floor of the. Sid Senate 'Office wn<iiMwg and was. In** 
ducted for it. The operators were experienced in firing Juries and they find that one 
in Veahington, tee. X was n witness in that trial. She sane method was used n few maths 
later, whan tha "epartnojit of Justine followed up with criminal chargee against something 
sere than €0 corporations sod individuals. For all this vd&Xaaee and surders, it some 
odd that the eaaa was known as v.Bary Helen et al, bat that was the nans of the 
first corporation In the indictment. 

Tha trial was about 100 idles north and I think a bit west of Harlan, in ^ondon, 
laurel °ounty, where the population, whan court was sot in aesaion, was 1910* according to 
the mad sign. X was tha only one connected with the government who walked around slews and 
wnsxssd. Esarly each raOm i ng X took a three-hour walk in the mountains with m old lawyer 




te© had been lieutenant governor of Vest Virginia. But be carried a pen-knife and whittled 
am we strolled is the mountalnB Before breakfast*! Bade loeal friends, easier for a 24- 
year-old where the federal government mu not popular, dad X alone is the official pwrte 
was not froa the apartment of Justice «r the FBI, so X had local monos of everything 
froa boom to information. (It ms « dry county end X 'ms also the official party's 
rwaraanar wham the bootleggers* pises got too hi#. X ran it few heotlmgten* JEy., or. . 
Jellioo, ?*na«, is an old armored ii uiok of the Bepartaent's.) 

Whwa sy sources told as when sad how ths jury ms fissd snd nobody froa batelngtem 
mold believe saoh a thing could happen, X deeidsd it me tins to wrtaia to the 30 b at 
the Senate from which the Separtaant had borrowed na because X knsw sost aboat the subject. 
X served as t hair erpert m such things aa d»oss teem eubpeaitfs. Something lise ths 
WynM w gtww people didn't expect followed immediately npta i ay departure, six murders, of 
gun-thugs killing each other* X was the only one who knew how they can® to pass- wod l was 
safely amy only hours before the first of team. Xt. and details of the pcrkonaX lives of 
■some who later became tew ore te* only parts of the story X ma*t tall* ! 

Xt ms like wild mat. Ons Sunday, before we left Harlan for %adsa, the lata Brim ;■ 
koKshon, who warn standing near it teen we hoard a sets** whipped tea door of ay hotel 
row opm and there with hie ear to it ms a deputised thug. *en Hickey, with a .15 on 
each hip. Brian was later a Senator Hnd father of the atonic sssrgr set. *» wse ften 
**} of th* hjjyt edo**- ' , 

Before tits FBI agents poured in, where there was butene, ths lawyers and as, w« 
had a ehaaff eur who get so soared of being Muon wy shea he turned the switch on that ho 
went on an unsa d s d drunk, Vo had to spirit kta out of Harlan - while being watohed by 
the thug-deputies who were looking for local charges they could pin m us. Welly K. 

Hopkins, an assi st an t A.9. later hired by **ohn Lewis as W!lf general oouaeel whan I was ■' 
awkad to 1 reooBMWd, Walter Uallegfaar, the youngest ZhJ* lawyer, and X did lit with that 
armored TrLofc. 

With these two stories it is ay intention to give a little of the conditions aider 

Tiro phi rtntlrm m m uniiw * i 

r amm, v— teems •sweeps nsaa? enw^m^paew, w^M?wsissva , 

tee co nd i t io ns of ths ftewsts, especially those «m suspected of wantiBg Ida union, 
today som incredible. Grim ms almost an official nonopoly and rakeoffs were not by 
any sob but by teemparateaw* through the machinery of company terns. %hs .Operators' were 
also without sympathy for each stem if me was suspected of cottoning to Washington. X 
rmmbsr the o n e- armed lawyer far Peabody Goal and hie engineering a ado contendere in 
room in leaden. Within days Peabody* a Harlan ten* was bombed sod burned. : ■ 

foams woes not paid though to ligs on .so they ware always in debt to the ooapany 
store* whose prioea wars slmye exceptionally high* they were peid in scrip, not money, 
and oould spend it at tea ooapany store only, they were never out of debt and oould not 
even move teen they wars in debt. Be s ide s, tee operators owned all tbs shacks. 

Pearl B ama b a m, who ran tee Asrlm-lhaiim Coal Go., a small nan who locked like a 
Central Castings gob on a Xankee storekeeper, ms probably tea most effedsnt la wkiamteg 
Ms own payroll. % had a real 'Checkoff, a buck for a' raffled turkey, a bask for a chance 
on a wreck of a oar, ato. Any employee tee complained was bestm up, pronto, dad each 
employee ms docked for each turkey raffled weekly. 

Son Lawson was called “Ohel# %t* became he had none of tee attributes of an uncle 
except grey hair. % had tee Harlan equivalent of ®iger Cages at Ms a&raf, private 
jails as X reaember under tes- steps of either the offices or tee eompany stores. % ms 
tes lam, 1 GG 0 of it. 

tears was an authentio hero, a lay praachstr/miner astmlly named Harebell huaiok. 

Hot teat many vera net heroic. Just living there ms heroism. But tease unfeLl-toen 
mountain-look people rarely left, Shu* tee peraiatenoe of tee Elizabethan speech. Mustek 
was beaten tip end crippled. % probably held the record for beatings survived, tens he nno" 




kicked along a railroad track and beaten with.guhbutta until ha waa though dead. Bat 
be stayed and preached and organised. Be didn t ween taka fate fanily out of Harlan 
until hia bouse was shot up by a noiorcede of' - deputiea. As Z recall after all thaao years, 
aoae of Ms kds were killed in bed and be took his wife and surviving kids to feanessee' 
and then returned to ©onttaua spreading the word. 

Barely living in Harlan and working la the nine* were aeta of personal faeseiau than. 

fbe operators eould operate this tyranny beoauso of their political control of the 
coal areas. H was enough to control Kentu ck y elections. 

One of their lawyers and one of the leading defense laagers at the trial ms <rts l. 
Brown. Xou say ream her there is currently a poMitm/eatropreneur of this nano. I think 
it is bis son* Asong the others in the gowwranmt party 1*0 later faeeane uodeetly fsaous . 
ware Beary Sobweinhant, later a judge. Ms widow, Bargs®* t, is presdnaat in *eatgsaexy 
c euatypolitioa. J.^Bolnemasr. a Fordhan lawyer end like sent, u Ament Catholic, ma 
tbe HZ agent in charge. Beawitobed to Justice from the f8Z because of the fine /iagxesMen 
bo aads on %ien, who was the protege of Sossr CmniagB, then A.8. (dad later a friend, of 
■inoJtfaSBtt ms to buy bis Fereat base Sousa when he ma vise proaLdent.) 'Jim xsso to oMef 
of the hands BivisioB, later Criaiaal. Be won a fine gig and we* hseaaa good friends. “e 
taught as what 1 Ism forgotten, haw to take his autoB&tio pistol apart sad pat ..it. to geth er 
again blindfolded, so Z eould rids shotgun for his whan there ms no agent to do it. Stosy 
worked la pairs. And them were tinea whan I crouched behind the door of the ear pointing 
that pistol to oomr Jin whan he walked up to the doe# of a M o unt ai n house. Buoiting days 
for a 24~y«ar»old! 

Bo reporter* wars present until the trial started. Bay Pan t oil , of the Haes, bad a 
bouse where aost of our partite were held, they were somtimw pretty wild, One nigbt 
whm Z was working and not there a journalistic ewinenee of tbe day purenad a reluctant 
seorstary with such tiger he broke her leg. All the rppo rt er e were' eo drunk one ef the 
other moan phonal ns. Share mm no doctor ef tbe fow in tbs arse who wan. hoaa. fbe only 
help Z oould gat her me a mtt it was me prised that the agent with When aha alept did 
nothing about this incident but 1 suppose that would hare let bis wife know.} At one of 
the early partiea tha Zziabnan fees the Hew Zbric Belly Hem note a mack ahem Berner. Be 
was yanked the newt dig, replaced by a an who was a different eat. whan be beeaae n 
Washington oaliawdst, Ob ergs Sdxon. Ha was then our "radical* and mat improbably, bad 
quarters with a pfeacher wboae fame was at tha oezner ef Mviaity and Sublimity. Seorge 
were hair ' then alnost as an Afro. 

fbe way in which tha jury wee fixed was duple and effective even with sequestration. 
She operetors bought up mortgages. *t wan m k trick to let this be known through one of 
these guarding the jury. One of these nan ms one ofjny sources* Another ms tte, elesfc 
of the federal court. Be and £ beeaae good friends. Be trusted as mm be did not trust 
the lawyers and agents. Be was a nice gig who was trusted by the ether leoal niceguys. 

% beat local friend ma a laager who rmstoed n olose friend for years after fas 
bad to leave and until bis werriage soured. % mam tem me of ms wore faaoua f anHUa. 
Be wee * Clay. Cnliks me rest of his fmily, which repreeantod power, fas took the esses 
of the poor, which scant fas eould have no other practise. Be gat paid any any people eould 
pay Mb. She land on which be built Me bom was e fee. m wee met of the oonSteuotJLon 
work and the materials. Be was the local force for decency. Somehow be aequised three 
aaall weeklies in the area, fbe London fines, Tha Kanobaster Guardian and ono Bore 
nodestly aaasd. She Hount Vernon Sentinel. M anc h es ter was In the heart if feuding country. 
Ones whan be was smy defending an unpopular client for the MSS in Lexington Ms wife 
asked we to drive ever me Manchester with her to try and collect sene asug owed them. 

She feared if he did it thig would moot hia. FosaiM*, too. But not a woman* And me was 
a pretty Fortugeae weawa he bad net in edlege in w alifornia. I reneaber that week well 
because when the London paper had to go to proas she needed wore copy. One of tbe stories 
Z wrote me of the night before* a second Lawia-Sc hmeling f±#it. (MX head was Voe still 
ohaapj Max atil Sohraaning." Ob, tlie groans!) 




This friend, was hipped on the ancestor for whoa “ohasBad ill was named, not Henry. 
Caaius Clay was quite a nan, an abolitionist editor in slave territory. Itnooln sent Mb 
ss ambassador to Huaaia to save hist life after ho he* won shout «s many fights as a*e 
man could expect to survive. He’d maks a halluva novie, with the X-rated the reality, 
ge had to leave Hussion because of an affair with s wom an in the Osar's family. 

I wander as 1 rs no w hor and 1 Hast get to week. 

Another item in yesterday's atm oarrisd as back, bat only four years. Too may 
remember, in ths emtwet of the KliAndisnot «*g plea-bargaining, the doouomta 1 1 pm 
you and otters jawing he was a praotialng liar. R»y were attached to tte c o mpla i nt 
in the first of ay Freedom of Information wits, nans ever reported. 33wy have the 
ease record an ttttohall and even include ny uncoateeted and Wop ani s hed charges of 
official perjury. Z often wonder if what happened would have been dazed if there had 
been anyaxpoaure «f this official dishonesty nod corruption of which Z did have nod 
did provide avidanoe. BeaZly proof. Z got an also unreported summary Judgement in that 
first case. (Pat Cray and Euckelshaiis figured in than officially and Z brieve unofficially 
the guy who has Just said that when Justice defends Hixoa it ian t defending Mb, Irving 
Jaffa. 1 know Jaffa is part of tte story that tnoiudss your oastiM quest, for JFK's 
brain.) 1 have another one filed now. also ignored, in wh&dh the anreported xoeord 
is ovorloadod witt the mam and I tghtofc eroaaaa into bott perjury and a u bom a t io n . 

With ay e arlier. o^perdUmees Z do sotting to attraet attention to ttsao suits, being 
able to afford neither the Mae nor the oost i tet ttazo is no apparent interest in 
than. I an content to sorva serious purposes and to build a record that may have value 

only in hiatoiy. Ahd naybo none dajr a federal Judge will get tqjtitfit over eomebody 

other ttan me. 

SMa one baa the potential. And the ssoond one is before tte Saprana %prt for 
oert. H will be preosdant wider the investi«atory5mea exemption. The government has 
Just asked for its second extension. Sow the press oould have ignorwd whet Hanaher 
wrote in hia decision Z still «■%* understand. His First-A»endaeat concept la that « 
writer should be forever forf ended fron W a king inquiry. Or, prior restraint ia s 
blessing. Hia last words, in eaps, ware X think unique in a decision* Bequtacat in 
paoan. And he was no JFK partisan* either. 

Veil. X hope X haven't booed yen. 

AiM thanks for tte transcripts Z askad for. 

' Sincerely, 

P.S. Tha last time Z was in Harlan was tte weak after World War II started, the HKtf 
then had a resident organiser who has Just JWofihetSg^d^igbdlty career & sick, crippled 
and ruined man, George Titler. wecirge had the guts to stay in Harlan town. And he made 
the best Pennsylvania hutch saner kraut and ribs I ever tasted, topped off with a 
grape pie* Sound like a guy that fought X made ths one atop in Ha r lan, for lunch and a 
visit, and was certain to got to Bristol before sundown. That was only two years after 
the killexs started killing themselves and same of their friends might have! figured out 
how it all started. 



